THIS, the second edition of this book now has a very useful section in history taking in rheumatology and it is hard to see why this was not included in the first edition, since it plays such an important part in the diagnosis of these disorders.
Emanating from the Division of Rheumatology of the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota I can do no better than quote from the preface to the second edition "It is intended for physicians and students seeking an elementary yet comprehensive guide for the clinical examination and evaluation of patients with various rheumatic diseases. The details of this subject are still overlooked or slighted in the medical school and graduate training of most physicians". With this I would entirely concur.
The objectives are fully accomplished in this excellent book. The material is covered systematically commencing with a full evaluation of the significance in points of history; (here reference is made to the systemic effects), followed by a discussion on the implications of the main symptom in the rheumatic patient e.g. pain, joint swelling, limitation of motion, stiffness, weakness and fatigue, and the physical aspects are not forgotten.
Then follows a discussion on assessment of joint involvement with coverage of the essential anatomy. Each chapter is preceded by a summarising outlay of the essential examinations to follow. In the course of this, a good deal of "clinical rheumatology" is presented.
Throughout of illness and this part will be of value also to the older graduate, whose early medical education contained little on genetics. Health education screening, education and research are discussed in very general terms and serve only as an introduction to these important topics. The book confidently predicts a shift towards preventive medicine, a change which would help to balance wants, needs, and resources. It is well written and easy to follow. It provides the student with guidelines to understand why primary care is different from hospital medicine. Related disciplines may find it useful, but only parts will interest the postgraduate student. W.G.I.
